
 

 

 STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD, 
  LOS ANGELES REGION 
 
 CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER NO. 98-090 
 
REQUIRING THE COUNTY OF VENTURA PUBLIC WORKS AGENCY AND TORREY ROAD 
ASSOCIATES TO CLEANUP THE POLLUTION CAUSED BY WASTES RELEASED AT THE 
PIRU DUMP, VENTURA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 (File No. 51-53) 
 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region (Regional Board) finds: 
 
1. The Piru Dump is a closed landfill located approximately one mile south of the town of 
Piru, on the north bank of the Santa Clara River. The landfill is situated directly in the floodplain of 
the Santa Clara River, subject to flooding, inundation, and washout during winter storms. 
  
2. During its operating lifetime, the 7.5-acre landfill was operated by Ventura County Public 
Works Agency as a burn dump and received decomposable household wastes and spoiled citrus 
fruit from August 1951 until January 1971.  The site operated under waste discharge requirements 
(Requirement No. 53) prescribed by the Regional Board on June 21, 1951.  Beginning in February 
1971, the site was converted to a solid waste transfer station and operated by the County of 
Ventura Public Works Agency until May 1972, when it closed. 
  
3. The current landowners of the site are the County of Ventura and Torrey Road Associates 
(Ventura County Assessor Parcel Nos. 057-0-050-095 and 057-0-060-030, respectively).  
  
4. The Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region, adopted by the Regional 
Board on June 13, 1994, specifies that beneficial uses of the Santa Clara River watershed 
include: municipal, domestic, and agricultural supply; industrial process and service supply; 
groundwater recharge; freshwater replenishment; recreation; warm freshwater habitat; wildlife 
habitat; rare, threatened, or endangered species habitat; migration habitat for aquatic organisms; 
and wetlands habitat. The Santa Clara River recharges groundwater to the Piru Groundwater 
Basin. Groundwaters from this basin are beneficially used for municipal, domestic, and agricultural 
supply, and industrial process and service supply. 
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5. The Piru Dump was inspected on October 28, 1998, by Regional Board staff in conjunction 
with staff of the County of Ventura, Environmental Health Division. The inspection focused 
primarily on the maintenance of the landfill slopes that are being undercut by the Santa Clara 
River during high flow, and any possible impact the landfill may have or will have on surface water 
and ground water quality and beneficial uses. 
  
6. During the October 28, 1998, inspection, Regional Board staff observed undercut cross 
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sections of buried solid waste along approximately 60 feet of landfill exposed to the Santa Clara 
River. Wastes observed include glass, metal, ceramic materials, rebar, concrete rubble, and 
burned materials.  
  
7. The landfill is underlain by unconsolidated alluvial deposits of the Santa Clara River which 
readily transmit water and pollutants.  Groundwater is estimated to be between 66 and 116 feet 
below land surface, but has been historically as shallow as 18 feet below ground surface at this 
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approval. 
 
2. By December 31, 1998, submit to the Regional Board for Executive Officer approval, a 
groundwater monitoring workplan that includes a sampling and analyses plan and timetable for 
one year of quarterly monitoring.   
 
3. Implement the groundwater monitoring workplan by April 1, 1998.  A final report, 
acceptable to the Executive Officer, detailing the analytical results and conclusions of the 
additional groundwater monitoring events shall be submitted to this Regional Board no later 45 
days after the last quarterly sampling event. 
 
4. By July 31, 1998, submit a remedial cleanup plan, if indicated by the results of the final 
groundwater report, to the Regional Board for Executive Officer's approval.  The plan shall outline 
the nature and extent of proposed measures to cleanup ground water and surface waters. The 
plan shall also include an acceptable time schedule for implementing the cleanup program. 
 
5. All investigations, studies, and plans must be developed and/or conducted by, or under the 
direct supervision of, a qualified California Registered Geologist, Certified Engineering Geologist, 
or Registered Civil Engineer. 
 
6. This Order in no way limits the authority of the Regional Board, as contained in the 
California Water Code, to require additional investigations and cleanups pertinent to this project.  
This Order may be revised by the Executive Officer as additional information from the project 
becomes available. 
 
7. Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of this Order may result in imposition of 
civil liability against the discharger, either by the Regional Board or judicially by the Superior 
Court, in accordance with Section 13350 et.  seq., of the California Water Code and/or referral to 
the Attorney General of the State of California for such legal action as he may deem appropriate. 
 
                                                                                                
DENNIS A. DICKERSON                             Date 
Executive Officer 3 


